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1853     Reshid Pasha will lose no time in communicating it officially to the representatives of the Four Powers parties to the Treaty of 1841.
JET. 66          While I was with his Highness he received the Sultan's Irade
to the new proposal of Austria. The Irade says in substance that the Porte cannot take into consideration the new proposal without communicating it, as the suggestion was communicated, to the other three representatives and waiting for their reply. This answer will be communicated in the most civil manner, to-morrow, to Baron Briick, who seems anxious to be acquainted with the Porte's opinion on the subject.
Reshid Pasha is preparing a Note to be addressed to the Russian Government, I mean a fusion of Prince Menshikov's last Note and that privately communicated by the Porte to the latter. He hopes to get it ready by to-morrow, when he will submit it to your Excellency's consideration.
I have the honour to enclose herewith for your lordship's approval a draft of a despatch drawn up by Reshid Pasha, intended to be addressed to the Porte's ministers abroad, on transmitting to them a copy of the Protest to be communicated to the four representatives here.
Although according to Pisani's report Reshid was busy with the proposed fusion Note, it was clear that something different was demanded now that the Russians had actually invaded Turkey. On 18 June Lord Clarendon had advised a protest against so unjustifiable an act, should the occupation of the Principalities really take place ; and on 9 July Lord Stratford reported that a union of the Austrian " fusion " CXLV. with such a protest would probably be found the preferable 9 July course. " At the request of Reshid Pasha," he added, " I have endeavoured to adapt to that plan the draft of a protest which his Highness had originally prepared for the case which has since occurred."
Before dismissing the Austrian suggestion, it is important to inquire whether, supposing it to have been instantly accepted by the Porte without waiting for the cooperation of the three other ambassadors, there is any reason to believe that the Russians would have desisted from their advance into the Principalities. Two dates will determine this point. Baron Brlick's communication took place on 22 June; the Czar's Manifesto announcing that " we have found it needful